THE SANDS OF  DAKAKA

The rearing of the camel is in this environment the
predestined life to which every man-child is born. He is her
parasite: her milk provides almost all his food and drink,
her wool his shelter and clothing. Life is the quest for green
pastures, rain the gift of God, and lightning man's pillar of
fire. The great changing world without; the rise and fall of
kingdoms; science and art and learning; spiritual forces at
work for human betterment - 'the oppositions of science
falsely so-called3 and immoral systems making for human
degradation; the welter of races, tongues and classes -of
these he is unaware. They have no meaning, and therefore
no existence for him. He follows the primitive life his
fathers have led for ten thousand years, and his sons must
live for as long to come. He abjures the soft and sedentary
ways of life; his code knows only pitiless ferocity for his
enemies, and for his friends the heights and depths of
human courage and the milk of human-kindness.

Pastures1 and water are the two elemental needs of
nomadic life. In winter pastures come first for herds require
water infrequently - once in fifteen or twenty days perhaps,
or where rains have produced sodden grazing they may not
return to a water-hole for two months during which time
the Badawin never taste water but live exclusively on milk.
In summer,2 on the other hand, when the great heat and

, akl^ but generally ma*ash (Rashid dialect). To the
Badu the best camel-fodder is the samr acacia found in the steppe at altitudes
above 1200 feet. Next come abala and %ahara shrubs of the sands and
gasis after rains or dews, dhifya and dhctut^ both steppe flora, follow, and
then markh^ found between steppe and sand. Next in the order are ghaf
acacia and selem (known locally as hardhai). There are many other kinds
of camel fodder, but these are the mainstays of the southern deserts.

2 Parties of Murra are said to come from time to time and spend the
summer in Dakaka on account of its comparatively sweet water.
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